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De-r Mac, 

*e rea> the rest's account of your excellent legislative proposals and received the 
tirst o 1 the spook records on me both yesterday. Lil marked one provision of the Post 
story as she rea. the paper to be sure X did not miss it. It is the proposal to require 
warrants prior to ex am i ni ng bank, credit or telephone records. I have just laarned what 
oa<£es me believe you might want to broaden this. In fact, if you'd like, I*d to 

discuss these privacy proposals with your staffer to whom you have assignee this. I would 
also make these records available for that purpose. 

For some time I have felt that when such records came to the Church committee they 
influenced you. This was because there wa b a time when I*d write arid say the letter 
required no response but you always would. Then there were no responses. The Senate 
hearings I was promise ', did not come. I wrote and asked and I n_-ver heard. If I an not 
mistaken I also asked for a copy of the J.kdgar ■‘kKver memo to the LrJJ White douse on 
those who had written books opposing tb Warren Report. I know I wrote to other Members 
on this, particularly Schweiker and *2&rt. I'm pratty sure -hurch and “ondaie. I asked 
for a copy with all other names masked* X never got one from any of you. 

If one can never know what can be fabricated I do know what can be said, what can 
ve exaggerated, what can be twisted and how the spooks work. I have just received a prime 
§xampje. it is no problem as uring you that I have never been a dome, uni st or belonged to 
any communist front, things like that. Maybe I've known a dozen Communists in aiy 63 years, 
a few Srotskyites and many more of the extreme right. I do not regard it as reprehensible 
to have been an unpaid British agent not only before rearl hsrnoB but during the days of 
the nazi-Coviet pact. I take 3ome satisfaction from the fact that virtually all of ay 
social beliefs tiiat were minority views then are now majority views if not national policy. 

1 became a British agent at the suggestion of the Justice department because of the 
limitations imposed on it by the Neutrality Act. I really did do definitive work on Nazi 
cartels and their interference with our defense preparations. The work was than widely 
praised, including by members of the cabinet, both Houses, the jWhite house and even the 
departed founding father of the spookery, the sainted 3 J. ddger. 

.•vli these things started happening to me, the things of which you may have/read ana 
- In hardly recognizable iorm in the records I have obtained, when 1 did two things! 
lobbied : or a senate investigation of tits deplorable migratory farm-worker situation in 
California .remember erases of Wrath?; and started to write a book on the Dies coauittee, 
the early Un-Americana. Suddenly for me ther* was no First Amendment, as I'm learning. 

ihe entirely incomplete records supplied by the 3tate Department reflect that there 
was a cover on my mail and the spooks, unnamed, found that inadequate. They did not 
even trust the post office an this. They had one at my apartment, too. They gathered my 
garbage and went over that, too. i*m tal k i n g snout 1940. Thejf cull-ad. all the neighborhood 
gossip. They spent a fortune on me, even goi.ig back to college. I was not a candidate for 
government employment. I was a writer, an investigative reporter. Only I was investigating 
the Oh— Americana . as they never have been, I add. 

I>ies did entrap me. 1 was naive in those days, more than I still am. But I also took 
proper precautions. I was working with the late Gardner ' Fat" *h.‘.ck 80 n» legislative representa- 
tive of Labor's ^on-rartLsan league aau perhaps the strongest anti-Conmumist I have ever 
known. Dies was particularly hot to get hit ana ^ewis through him. The committee was viru- 
lently anti-labor union anu anti-Sean tic. It also had enormous power and a disposition to 
misuse it. Because I had violated no law it had one pas.ed, still on tha bocks, having to 
do ith interfering with the functioning of a Gong •eseional committee. well, I had not 
uone that, either , so they leanec on the then U. 3. Attorney for the Die tide t of Columbia, 

D&ve r ine. FDR nominated him to be a federal judge. The Texas gang held the appointment up 
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to extort ail indictment out of him. Pine, who knew me from when I'd helped him when I was 
a senate invee tigator ^he called me "Affidavit P.-.ce” ) , would not handle the grand jury 
himself, i«or would hie first assistant, Ed Curran, ou may recognize that they both 
became chief judges of the district, Ed Fihelly, later chief war crimes prosecutor in 
Tokyo, did that. 1 was just s kid and it was a rough time because the FBI was else working 
with hies and rigging a case. Ttey once actually locked me in an FBI office until I would 
sign a fa.ee confession. I sat anti refused until finally they let ra- call a lawyer. It all 
ended with an indictment of the Dies agent, ae was on the Dies payroll, when I had to 
investigate to de.end myself. As a result of my proofs Dies had to cop a plea for his ran. 

Now that ^ihelly is dead I can tell you a//little more, He wound up with such respect 

for me after trying his hardest against me while snowing 1 had done nothin^ wrong that 
he r*s£si~ his entire career to help me in the future, l’ou can imagine th*.: trust h» had in 

me when I tell you he gave me a grand-jury transcript* where Biss ana others were the 

witnesses, not I. He told me the time might come when I would need it. I havf neverused 
it. Nobody has ever seen it. But even Dies testified that then was nothing against me. 
Fihelly could have been disbarred over that. 

.aB a solider in World »ar U I wound up in 03o. I was uecerated for that work. I was 
in the part that was transferred to the State Department. In time I was one of 10 fieed 
under the iicCarran rider - no hearing, no reason. Eight of us were v aws, one was married 
to a Jew and one was a case of mistaken identity. All the Irhbs were scared as hell. 1 or- 
ganised our defense and got the firm then rmoid,Fortas and Porter to defend us* I had 

worked with ^rturman Arnold when he was head of anti- trust and in charge of cartel in- 

vestigations. ^ ?*ay 1 boast me say I did work they na the FBj did not do, some of which 
I could not get published, som* I think perhaps relevant today in the .?r.ergy crisis?) 

We were the first to "win" in a security case. The Department rehired us and we resigned* 

Of course I'm abbreviating much but I'm not hiding anything adverse. 

Beginning in 1969 I started trying to get the spook records on me. 1 have Knowledge 
of some, 1 received copies of some by other 8 *m means, not improper, fine the government 
stonewalled, fty efforts with the CIA began in early 1971. There a til-, is no compliance. 
Lies and even proof of how they arrange for their general counsel to lie and a few of ay 
military records. Naturally no record of the decoration for ay work. They found where I 
h&d provided material for on* of JTDR* s famous fire-side chats, on -‘azis in ^-atin America. 
Naturally, with ay having given him the plans for a putsch, in Chile whole they were carry- 
ing on in Chile, those records they could not find! Nothing from the ?il or any other 
agency. Finally I have received about a hundred pages from 3tate, They are incredible. 

The real ''rwell. 

just 

I was never fired - ± j*i resigned. The FBI has no records on me at all. It says. 

Dnly somewhere they had second— h--nd accounts of the mail covers and the garbology. We 
were both fired earlier for security reasons, it says, when it was true of neither. Nil 
is subversive because she belonged to a couple of cooperatives, one of the results of 
the mail cover, as 1 recall the .Ally one mentioned, was a mailing from the Eastern Co- 
Operative i-eague. It is so-ehow sinister that I had a library - I mean this literally - 
and got a lot of mail from the government. Ureas releases, what else for a correa poua nt ? j 

Jt is also subversive to write a complaint to the governor, as I did when we lived in 

irglnia. Nil figured out who that one came from and why. The State had taxen a piece of 
bur land and created a hazard for other people's kids. I ieaiaaded a fence be put atop the 
retaining wall thwy built and they agreed, so this is disloyalty. One of the real, hazards 
1 presentee, to society was typing all hours of the night, heard through the walls. When I 
got excellent effeciency ratings there was somethin? wrong with those who gave them to me. 
That I was also friendly with ay superiors is proof of some unspecified disloyalty. These 
were two authentic scholars I'd never have known if the government had not brought us to- 
gether. One of them is somehow eonnect$a&r ith something called the "Jrcgory" case 30 by 

non-association I, too, am. Of course there is sore good in it, liicn someone in the 
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" , U V? 1 ?® t2a ' Pr!i i Q ent giving as high <m endorsement as possible, almost I»d 

trust my lire to hi:, or his word, x can guess who that was and X know sea- of what was 
omitted. The omissions are also of significance in these star chambers. I was used for 
many yurjwses oy government officials who knew me. One was recruiting talented oeoole 
or the war ei-ort. One went on to become a&nager of the- National Symphony, another to 
become the highest-ranking civil-servant on tho rcrtxta President's staff, still 

T 1 V''™ yn in dsMra * all of those who worked with me seem tc have 

nted a ftvorably on .low helpful I was to everyone. (.Vo surprise in this - I was the 
practical one in the shoo, doing for all the PhDs what they ooulu not do for themselves.) 

All the anonymous gossip is emphasised , tnough, and prejudicially. i*one of the FBI 
records are tnere anc none o; the investigative reports. The existence of a few records 
I cannot have ana fror which there is no administrative apical from the spook's diktat 

1 2 S X6 X 

- + The a records of a* go back at l.,ast to 1938, when Justice borrowed me from the 
-enat*' and x live^na worked on a sensational case of that day with an assistant attorney 
general ana -d.e staff and a large number of Pal agents. The orosecotion wad in a dr- 

{ W6S tr,e »^U1 rum-runner. The; gave me a list and the armored 

o .^cial 193, uxck to xetek the stuff, oe- ause l war a kid none of the agents drew me 

aaice to caution me on their neert to reports on each other and that this would include me. 

even use, me to ride shotgun with him when no other ag nt was available. First he 

feug, t me. uo wer , the agent in charge, we remained friends. I was entrusted with delicate 

salons that just turn to have been reported. They included tha breaking of a leg in an 

attempted rape of a staff member, spiriting an alcoholic out ox tne country whose oolice 

StSJKv* 1 * ind *i ttE rJ effan eacci,ti ^ a hyaphoanniac back to Washington, i was 
trustwort hy - one trusted. 



,ns ox the other reasons they have to be hidden is b c*use they include espionage on 
a -ember ox -ongr-sa. ahea Jies triea to frame me he is one of the very fev who were 
aghast. We oecaao and remained friends. When *il got tired of the govexxaent hassle she 
became his xmxso. secretary. Ut was a diffe -nt day then - he had two in his Washington 
office. >ce was an unusual man, a superb parlianentarian and highly respected by other 
members despite his then unpopular views, he was Vito "orcantenio, called a red but ho 
was not. FUR consulted hir often from ‘he time 1 drove hir. to the White House for meetings. 
Joe martin, then minority leaner, also did. When he was finally ousted by a nee kind of 
germyr.u'id.ering Sacsworth waked **il to go to work for him. 



Siielignt on this end £oover, who hated “areentocio* wher I wac In the army and 
awey “ercaatomo too* -11 to “arvoy* 3 for dinner one night. Hocvsr was also the*. lie 
sent them a bottle of Cherry iiGer±ria> 



«03t of i r »arcar.tonio’s boliefs also have cck^o to ba part of our life, lixe fair emplov- 
mont practises. I drove him to ,nc fro« the -fhits Souac when mi made that aaal with cisu* 
xha: the ^>aily Worker denounced hie editorially did not keep him from aeing a ‘'red", of 
course, us was a dedicated .ecber who began as iioreixo LaGuariU* s. first oampaign manager 
anc wao finally ousted whan he refused to return to the ^publican Party, where ha oogan - 
ana whicn baa changed much. There were three major parties in his district *ud he regui.nriy 
won all thres primaries, he was a remarkable human being, a first-rate legislator and I 
rememoer him with warmth and respect, nut that we ware close and -il worked for him is rot 
in these records vast an investigation as they reflect. 

Much else- I can recall also is not in them. But what it boils down to ia chat they 
could not survive a hearing of any kind beoaune there really is nothixig bad ixi tnea. If 
perfection is not a human state and there are aor;e things * night, after all the later 



experiences of life have done diff e - " =ntlt or ce-haiK n rt f /)«». r i , , . ... 

with a considerable amount of pride / K wltnou ^ si **e. 

TOr.p: sr 

In aore than 35 years I have never once been able to confront any of these contrive 
oases, fabricated records, distorted a; anings. tftest COJ1 - ri7e<1 

j Wili ?? ntlaU8 efforts t0 obtain these records. I am confident I will obtain more 

l mJZSt'JEZZ 2L.TX: L-e-ir!: ^ « £*£ 



do *. ,ooid b. «*— *. *.*. zz ;^n: sssr? 

date on “ # UnasUal archivo * sorr y tiiere ^ not been time in .years to bring you up to 

fesJZZ***! i3ttCOC ! t ? lerant 0f ^nasalities by lawyers, .specially those ttsm in 
eder^l power. I am not. *ou all adjust to federal crime. I do not anc I will not Baavin^ 
me these records is a violation of law. The perjury I confront regularly and prove & 

r ?? r s:^ jk s^ ot8 

« srs sro.^ :s totos £ - - 

«? ft th ® h ff d 1 **** a lengthy coamentary to be included in my 

to srro: rz 5 s= to; TOtr- 

—at j JSl ' 3lati7B -^fP 03 ® 3 * Mhich w « wholei»artediy support, I do aug- 

SL ?T C0 f° a " arly en0Ueh t0 warrants for bank, credit 2d 

Sff 1 intrusiQna Into privacy and Constitutional rights ought be made il- 

gal. i.-at will mean nothing without punitive provisions, even if the chances of enforce- 
ment are almost non-existent. Taking garbage siiould be regarded S 3 an illegal search 

om toring mail should be regarded as what it is, a denial of the most basic 
onetitutioad rights. These even then will mean little if there is no check on what the 

ZftofLTijV tZ : TlV * t6 > eUni ^te what they do not want, avoid what they 2 fxot 
want to fina and fabricate when all else fails. 

Imagine that in the most sensational case and news of its day the State department 

m oi > firtne> “ m “» = toi * <* “• ■» ~«4 of ^ sssi 

2th STTif « f* ff eVCn 3 refer6nCe t0 0ur ooai ^ sl »&> *»<i so many meetings 

bai 22 it ^ IT™* 7 ^ 1S * ^ Cept for *“» * waning misuse, behind ay 

back. *his is the authoritarian!^ you have always opposed and in the study o^' which vou 

nave oeen in a leadership role. We have nasty names for it when it is ^2r2221?oLr 
land.. >»e ought not accept it in our own land. practise in other 

it is a slaf- perpetuating thing. I have no idea how it can be legislated awav But if 

2 n0t d r2 e COn8tant erOSi0n ° f 411 ft— right/Sl AllZZ: Tr£L 

S IZk^TZI Z a m0a0lith ° f 0Qly offlcian y accepted View, beliefs' end t2^ts. 
ccaae te b lieve ^ un «® nt national need. They really believe it. i’hus they 

?£ttKL u ^ Ihia ^ £ ‘™ ^ ^ *» 

1 would still lika tl»se hearings not sent, the Hoover letter that is In the raco^i 
“5“ fT 3 ” 1 18 *» * =»“f‘ If f -f forts to got those ™ wr d. 

^ kSLrJrf ahet 4100 ic ^ th< ’ rooord, tattrabach’e meno as soon ao J2K 

was tailed saying it all has to be pinned on the lone nut assassin. 

“* ttat th3 * s ® }3 “ “• - 



Our best. 



Harold Waisberg 



